


 
 To help students understand their 

abilities better  
    – strengths and weaker areas  

 
 By knowing what we are good at, we can 

help find careers in which we will be 
successful! 

 



 Verbal Reasoning 

 Numeric Ability 

 Abstract Reasoning 

 Perceptual Speed and Accuracy 

 Mechanical Reasoning 

 Space Relations 

 Spelling 

 Language Usage 



  How well can you understand ideas expressed in words? 
  How clearly can the person reason with words? 

 
Very useful in helping predict success in third level as well as 

many careers that require high literacy skills  
 
  Business e.g marketing, advertising 
  Medicine 
  Law 
  Engineering  
  Programming 
  Administration 
  Teaching  
  Journalism 
 
It can also be important for many kinds of work, in which 

analytical thinking is required. 
 



  Banking 

  Finance 

  Science 

  Computers 

  Engineering 

  Architecture 



How well can a person can express ideas which are not 
presented in verbal or numeric form 

 
People who are good on this are natural problem solvers . 
 
 Engineers,  
 Pharmacy,  
 Software Engineering, 
  Electronics,  
 Design 
 Management 
 Maths 
 Computers  
 Mechanics e.g how are parts of a machine 

interconnected? 
 
 
 



 The Space Relations test assesses a person’s 
ability to visualise objects in three dimensions.  

or form mental pictures of shapes or patterns 
 

Very important for 
  Design, 
  Carpentry, 
  Dentistry 
  Architecture 
  Technical drawing 
  Craftwork. 

 



 The Mechanical Reasoning test measures the ability to 
understand the basic principles of machinery, of tools and of 
physical relationships between things.  

 

 Mechanics  

 Gas fitter 

 Surveyor 
 Electrician 

 Carpenter 

 Builder 

 Design 

 Repair of equipment 

 Engineering- aero engineering 

 Telecommunications 

 Physics 

 



 This test measures the ability to work 
accurately with detail and at speed. It 
measures how quickly and accurately the 
person can compare and mark written lists 
such as names and numbers 
 

 Clerical office work 
 Detailed work e.g. data entry, coding 
 Scientific work 
 Technical Work 

 
 
 



 How well can one spell 

 

 Good spelling is a basic skill necessary in 
many areas of education and the world of 
work e.g. 

 

  clerical jobs  

  admin 

  editor 

  writer  

  teacher etc 

 



 How well one can use the English Language, syntax, 
punctuation and grammar 

 

 Careers in 

  writing  

  media 

  management 

  administration work 

  teaching 

  journalism 

  law  

 

All require a high degree of competency in this area 

 



 

  The Educational Aptitude score is derived    

from a combination of your scores on the 

Verbal Reasoning and Numerical 
Reasoning tests and is taken as a general 

indication of your ability to learn in a 

traditional academic environment such as 

a school, college or university. 

 



 Most people will score high in one or two 
areas but not all areas. 

 

 It is okay not to be strong in all areas. 

 

 The ideal is that the DATS will help assist 
in college course choice and highlight your 
strengths. 



 You may love Art but score low in Space 
Relations. The DATS will not show all the 
work you put into Art. 

 

 You may have a high score in Numerical 
Reasoning  which indicates you have a natural 
ability with numbers but may hate Maths!! 


