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OBCS Self-Evaluation Literacy Progress Report 2018
Academic Year 2017/18: Actions
Year six of moving towards improving the literacy levels of our students:

Base-line data gathered:
A representative sample was taken from the English Entrance Exams 2016 and the Correction
Code was applied.
The results were compared with the Christmas exam and then with the Summer exam.
A list of subject-specific target words was gathered from all subject departments.
All departments tested their 2nd year students on these target words at the beginning of the year
and then again at the end of the year.
In line with last year, a representative sample was taken from the English Entrance Exams 2017
and the Correction Code was applied.

What was done:
All first year students were given subject specific vocabulary in their lessons.
The Correction Code was implemented as a WHOLE SCHOOL ACTIVITY.
Initiatives established regarding the school library, website and blog were continued/developed
further, where possible, but ultimately hampered by a glitch in the Library system for adding new
members. The school does not have enough funding to support a full-time librarian to drive these
initiatives.
The ‘Book in the Bag’ scheme was run with Transition Year Students and has been working well
as was the case last year.

The Results:
Our whole-school target areas were; capital letters, spelling and punctuation.
Our students are writing almost 61% more now than in their Christmas Exams.
Our students are writing 11% more mistake-free sentences than in their Christmas Exams.
The percentage of error rate at the Entrance Exams for the representative sample was 77%
compared to a percentage of error rate of 29% in the Summer Exams. This indicates that while the
improvement is notable, there is still some work to be done in this area.
Our second year students made improvements in the spelling of their target words across all
subject departments. Subject departments with particularly high % in improvement were: Science
at 43%, Religion at 33%, Irish at 38%, Maths at 31% and English at 25%.
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Review:
The fact that students are writing more in their exams now shows an increase in confidence and,
in some cases, students’ results were an improvement on their Entrance Exam score.
The reduction in mistakes in our three/two target areas indicates that students have a greater
awareness of the mechanics of the English language.
Overall, the willingness of teachers to implement the Correction Code shows a shared
understanding of the importance of raising literacy levels in our school. This best-practice
approach must be an ongoing part of our curricula in OBCS.
We will continue testing the representative sample set in the Summer exams to ensure that the
improvements noted are not only a natural occurrence stemming from the smooth transition from
primary to post-primary, but an improvement due to our targeted developmental work in this area.
The overwhelmingly positive results from the ‘Spelling for Life’ Target Word sheets indicate that
this is a positive step forward and shows the willingness of staff and students to make a conscious
effort to improve in this area.
No library activities have taken place which must be addressed as a matter of urgency. The
library membership of many year groups is less than in previous years.

Reflections:
The initiatives put in place are working. The percentage of improvement surpassed our initial
expectations in some areas.
We did not meet all of our targets in the plan for 2017/18. However, it is the understanding of the
Literacy Core Team that this is a living document and as such it is flexible.
Our focus must be led by the needs of our students. The results at Christmas and Summer are
telling us once again that spelling is an area that needs work and must be addressed. We must
communicate the message that spelling matters across every subject area. For this reason it is of
value to continue with the ‘Spelling for Life’ target word initiative with second years.
Ensuring that Every subject area continues to take responsibility for communicating the
message that ‘spelling matters’ is vital.
More efforts need to be made to engage with the school Library so that it is functioning in the
best interest of our students.
Increasing library membership of students will be a priority.

Improving literacy levels will be an on-going task and really needs whole school support in
order to achieve success.
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